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1. German	Education	System	
	
The	German	Education	System	is	not	just	one	system.	It	is	actually	16!	Because	each	individual	
state	determines,	its	own	educational	standards.	
We	also	have	a	3	level	school	system	that	starts	after	the	4th	class.	
		

a) The	secondary	modern	school:	which	finishes	after	the	9th	class.	
b) The	secondary	school:	which	finishes	after	the	10th	class.	
c) The	grammar	school:	which	finishes	after	the	12th	or	13th	class	

	
Most	new	chimney	sweeper	trainees	come	from	the	secondary	modern	school	or	secondary	
school.	So	they	usually	begin	at	age	15	or	16.	
There	 is	 no	 nationwide	 education	 system	 in	Germany,	 instead	 public	 school	 standards	 are	
determined	by	each	individual	state.	
	
Usually	trainees	have	10	years	of	public	education	before	they	start	vocational	training.	
	

German	School	Types	
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2. Task	of	Chimney	Sweep	in	Germany	

2.1. Field	of	Activity	

Chimney	sweepers	carry	out	their	duties	in	the	public	interest	and	offer	additional	services.	
German	chimney	sweepers	have	four	main	areas	of	Business:	
	

a) Fire	Prevention	
b) Safety	
c) Environmental	Protection	
d) Consulting:		In	addition	to	cleaning,	sweeping	and	checking	domestic	and	industrial	

fireplaces	and	furnaces,	gas	appliances,	 joining	pieces,	gas	extraction	plants	and	
ventilation	 plants,	 chimney	 sweeps	 also	 measure	 and	 check	 emissions	 for	
compliance	with	the	requirements	of	environmental	and	climate	protection	and	
the	rational	use	of	energy	
	

2.2. Occupational	Skills	

Chimney	sweepers	are	qualified,	through	vocational	training,	to	carry	out	the	following	duties:	
	

Occupational	Skills	
a) Handle	tools,	measuring	and	testing	devices.	
b) Test	 the	 functioning,	 operating	 safety	 and	 fire	 safety	 of	 technical	 apparatus	 and	

installations	in	furnace	rooms,	and	apparatus	and	rooms	for	storing	fuel	and	fuelling	
furnaces.	

c) Develop	proposals	for	obviating	hazards	and	rectifying	operating	malfunctions.	
d) Check	 technical	 apparatus	 and	 installations	 with	 a	 view	 to	 energy	 saving	 and	

environmental	protection.	
e) Analyse,	evaluate	and	document	the	test	finding.	
f) Identify	 defects	 and	 operating	 malfunctions;	 assess	 and	 document	 such	

malfunctions.	
g) Take	immediate	action,	on	his/her	own	responsibility,	to	obviate	danger	to	human	

life	and	the	environment.	
h) Sweep,	clean	and	check	furnace	plant,	ventilation	plant	and	similar	installations	in	

compliance	with	statutory	protection	and	safety	requirements.	
i) Document	the	actual	and	nominal	status	of	technical	plant	and	installations.	
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j) Councel	clients	on	technical	matters	relating	to	furnace;	environmental	protection	
and	climate	protection	observing	neutrality	with	regard	to	manufacturers.	

3. Education	of	Chimney	Sweep	

Chimney	sweeper	training	takes	three	years	and	is	done	as	a	dual	system.		
Trainees	are	slowly	integrated	from	school	into	the	workplace.	
	

Topics	at	Training	
a) The	dual	system	combines	on	the	job	training	from	a	private	employer	and	formal	

education	at	a	trade	school.		
b) School	training	is	done	in	three	separate	months	a	year	(mathematics,	law,	flow	

dynamics,	etc.)	
c) ÜBA-(inter-company		vocational	training)	is	required	to	fulfill	all	standards	of	the	

training	included	in	the	German	dual	education	system.		
	

01.09.2015	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 31.08.2018	
	
	
	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
For	example	new	trainees	will	by	 starting	 this	year	on	september	 first	 they	have	12	weeks	
school	training,	4	week	inter-company	vocational	training	and	they	spend	most	of	the	time	at	
work.	This	is	the	same	in	years	one,	two	and	three.		
 
At	the	inter-company	vocational	training	we	teach	special	jobs	that	individual	companies	may	
not	 offer	 because	 they	 don’t	 have	 the	 equipment	 or	 experience.	 For	 example,	 cleaning	 a	
chimney	with	fire	which	may	not	be	done	so	often.	Or	cleaning	fish	smokers. 
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- 4	Weeks	ÜBA	
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After	a	year	and	a	half	we	do	an	 intermediate	exam	for	knowledge	assessment.	This	helps	
trainees	to	improve	their	skills	and	begin	preparing	for	the	final	exam.	 
And	at	the	end	of	the	third	training	year	our	trainees	take	a	final	exam.	
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4. Master	of	Chimney	Sweep	

The	most	important	further	education	is	the	„Master	of	Chimney	sweeping“.	
Completion	ca.	1.160	h	
	

Master	of	Chimney	Sweep	
	

Part	1	 Part	2	 Part	3	 Part	4	

professional	practical	
examination	

professional	theory	
examination	

economic	and	legal	
analysis	examination	

work	educational	
examination	

800	h	in	full	time	or	part	time	 240	hin	full	time	or	
part	time	

120	in	full	time	
or	part	time	

	
- ZDS	provides	schooling	for	parts	1	and	2	at	three	locations	(Frankfurt,	Erfurt,	

Neumünster)	
	
	
4.1. Exercising	a	craft	or	similar	business	

	
The	Crafts	Act	distinguishes	between	requiring	approval	crafts,	admission	free	crafts	and	crafts	
like	commercial.	
	
4.2. Requiring	approval	crafts	
	
The	compulsory	approval	crafts	listed	in	Anlage	A	of	the	HwO.	The	independent	operation	of	
an	 accredited	 craft	 in	 handicrafts,	 crafts	 operation	 as	 standing	 commercial	 is	 only	 the	
registered	in	the	Handicrafts	natural	and	legal	persons	and	partnerships	allowed.	The	trades	
will	 be	 conducted	by	 the	 relevant	Chamber	of	Crafts.	Requirement	 for	entry	 in	 the	 trades	
register	is	proof	of	qualification.	As	a	proof	of	qualification	shall	be	the	master's	certificate	for	
the	corresponding	trade.	
	
In	addition,	entries	can	be	made	in	the	trades	via	exemptions.	Due	to	a	Vesting	a	journeyman	
can	be	entered	in	the	trades,	if	he	has	practiced	in	the	licensed	trades	an	activity	of	a	total	of	
six	 years,	 of	 a	 total	 of	 four	 years	 in	management	 position	 (this	 option	 is	 not	 available	 for	
chimney	sweep,	opticians,	hearing	care,	orthopedic	technicians,	orthopedic	shoe	technicians	
and	dental	technicians).	Exemptions	may	be	granted	if	the	applicant	there	is	a	reason	for	an	
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exception	and	it	proves	the	necessary	knowledge	and	skills.	Also	applicants	from	other	EU	/	
EEA	countries	can	get	exemptions	under	certain	conditions.	

5. Further	Education	

The	ZDS	has	its	own	School	for	Further	education	with	more	than	40	different	courses.		
We	have	the	biggest	school	for	chimney	sweepers	in	Germany.	
	

Own	School	
	

Head	organization	is	the	ZDS	
- German	Chimney	sweepers	trade	union	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Sub-organisation	of	the	ZDS	
- is	the	own	school	DIE	Handwerksschule	
	
	
The	School	is	a	nonprofit	organization.	We	collect	money	only	to	cover	costs.	 
This	 is	a	 special	 service	 for	 the	members	of	our	 trade	union-	ZDS.	The	school	provides	 the	
planning,	organization,	implementation	and	promotion	of	further	education.	 
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For	 German	 chimney	 sweepers,	 energy	 efficency	 and	 renewable	 energy	 	 systems	 are	 the	
fastest	growing	market	
Knowledge	development	is	always	important	for	chimney	sweepers.	
	

Example	environmental	protection	&	emission	control	
		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
In	Germany,	a	new	measurement	method	for	the	verification	of	heaters	with	wood	as	fuel	
was	introduced.	
Contents	 	

- Wood	as	fuel	
- Theoretical	Information	
- Check	the	heater	in	praxis	exercise		
- Etc.		
- Duration	is	2	Day	
- 200	€	

	
Another	essential	part	is	the	measuring	and	controlling	of	wood	burning	systems.	This	is	an	
example	of	an	environmental	protection	and	emissions	control	course.		
Job	training	is	always	important	for	chimney	sweepers.	Life-log-learning	is	way	to	go.	
This	course	requires	two	days	of	pratical	training	and	costs	200	euros.		
And	 the	 course	 is	 especially	 important	 because	 Germany	 now	 has	 a	 new	 regulation	 for	
measuring	wood	burning	 systems.	 In	Germany	we	control	 the	 flue	gas	 from	wood	burning	
systems,	emmissions	of	particals	and	carbon	monoxide.	
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We	also	offer	courses	for	the	cross	selling	of	new	services.		
Since	2013,	the	Chimney	Sweep	in	Germany	may	offer	additional	services.	
	

Example	for	new	services	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cleaning	the	air	exhaust	systems		
Contents	

- Which	types	of	exhaust	systems	are	there?	
- Theoretical	Information	
- Check	the	exhaust	systems	in	practical	exercises		
- Maintenance	work		
- Duration	is	2	days	
- 170	€	

	
We	also	offer	courses	for	the	CROSS	SELLING	of	new	services.	Starting	in	2013,	the	German	
Chimney	Sweep	can	offer	additional	services.	In	this	example	we	have	a	course	for	cleaning	air	
exhaust	systems.	
	
You	 get	 helpful	 information	 and	 you	 do	 practical	 exercises	 to	 check	 and	 clean	 air	exhaust	
systems.	You	can	complete	the	course	in	two	days	and	the	cost	is	200	euros.	
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All	living	spaces	in	Germany	must	have	an	energy	pass,	it‘s	a	new	regulation	and	a	very	big	
market	for	energy	services.	
In	order	to	issue	energy	passes	you	must	be	certified.	
	

Example	for	new	services	
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Building	Engergy	Consultant	
Contents	
- You	get	all	the	content	needed	to	acquire	an	energy-pass	for	
buildings	

- Training	with	special	software		
- Duration	 is	8	Months	 (You	have	30	Weeks	online	 learning	and	2	weeks	hands-on	

training)	
- 940	€	

	
We	have	a	course	for	training	energy	consultants	and	it	is	very	extensive.	The	course	requires	
8	months	of	e-learning	and	2	weeks	of	hands-on	training.	We	do	online	training	because	most	
professional	chimney	sweepers	are	unable	to	leave	their	business	for	such	a	long	time.		So	this	
is	 an	 online	method	of	 learning	 that	 can	 be	 done	 any	 time	of	 day,	 and	of	 course	without	
missing	regular	work.	
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Energy	Pass	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
At	the	top	you	see	the	energy	label	and	at	the	bottom	there	is	a	scale	so	you	can	compare	your	
building.	
	
Now	this	is	clearly	a	very	German	idea	because	we	like	to	regulate	everything	and	have	lots	of	
paperwork.	But	it	does	have	a	good	side	for	people	who	live	in	apartments.	Normally	a	land	
lord	doesn’t	think	about	the	energy	and	only	wants	the	rent.	
	
With	this	system	it	motivates	owners	to	make	their	apartments	better	for	tenants.	And	it’s	very	
good	for	chimney	sweepers	because	90	percent	of	chimney	sweepers	are	certified	to	give	out	
energy	passes.	And	an	energy	pass	normally	costs	between	300	to	500	euros.	All	buildings	will	
be	required	to	have	this	in	the	coming	years.	At	the	moment,	many	chimney	sweepers	have	a	
lot	of	business	in	this	field.		
	

	


